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         c/o School House 

Totnes Road 

South Brent 

Devon, TQ10 9BP 

4
th

 September 2013 

Dear 

Liberal Democrat Party Conference 2013 

Green Growth and Green Jobs: Why you should vote for Option A on the 

nuclear question. 

 
The Liberal Democrat Party will consider ending its long-standing opposition to nuclear power at its 

Annual Conference in Glasgow as part of a policy motion setting out plans to shift the economy 

towards a “zero carbon Britain”. (1) 

 

The motion includes two options - Option A: 

 

Rejecting the construction of a new generation of nuclear plant. 

 

Or Option B: 

 

Accepting that in future, nuclear power stations could play a limited role in electricity supply, 

provided concerns about safety, disposal of radioactive waste and cost (including decommissioning) 

are adequately addressed and without allowing any public subsidy for new build. 

 

Concerns about Safety 

 

As new radioactive leaks at Fukushima raise concerns that the reactors are far from under control (2) 

and the National Audit Office describes Sellafield as representing an "intolerable risk", (3) it remains 

unclear whether all safety questions for new reactors have been properly addressed. Many issues 

raised during a design assessment were deferred so the final safety performance will not be finally 

settled until well into the construction of the first new reactors. (4) This could mean cost overruns and 

project delays as regulators grapple with last minute design changes. (5) 

 

Concerns about Disposal of Radioactive Waste  

 

The Government White Paper - ‘Meeting the Energy Challenge – a White Paper on Nuclear Power’, 

published in 2008 said “…before development consents for new nuclear power stations are granted, 

the Government will need to be satisfied that effective arrangements exist or will exist to manage and 

dispose of the waste they will produce.” 
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The Government wants to find a site for a deep underground radioactive waste dump or ‘repository’ 

by using a voluntary process. But the only area to volunteer to look into the – West Cumbria – 

withdrew in March 2013 following a decision by Cumbria County Council not to proceed to the next 

stage of searching for a potential site. This has left a large hole in the Government’s plans.  

 

Liberal Democrat Secretary of State for Energy and Climate Change, Ed Davey, says he is confident a 

site for the waste can be located democratically. He points out that Allerdale and Copeland District 

Councils wanted to give the search for a site in West Cumbria the go-ahead, but this was prevented by 

the County Council. Now there are suggestions there may be moves afoot to tweak the planning 

system to allow District Authorities to go it alone. (6) This implies that District Council support is the 

same thing as community support but some 70% of West Cumbrian town and parish councils said 

they did not want the process to continue. (7) An opinion poll used to support going ahead with the 

search showed that 80% of those asked knew nothing or little about the proposals. (8) 

 

According to the Government’s Committee on Radioactive Waste Management, the wastes from 10 

new reactors would contain almost three times the amount of radioactivity of existing waste. (9) We 

should sort out what to do with the waste we’ve already created before we start making more.  

 

Concerns about Cost 

 

In a June 2006 document called “Where will Blair hide his nuclear tax bombshell?” Ed Davey 

declared nuclear power to be unaffordable and unnecessary. (10) A recent review of the evidence for 

and against new reactors by the Tyndall Centre at Manchester University for Friends of the Earth 

concluded that the higher cost estimates for nuclear power are more plausible than estimates of low 

costs, and “claims that nuclear power is cheaper than other low carbon options (including CCS and 

wind) are unlikely to be borne out in reality”. (11) 

 

EDF says it needs a commitment of between 35 and 40 years on the price to be paid by consumers for 

the power generated Hinkley Point C in Somerset, before it will start construction of the £14bn plant. 

The sort of price being talked about between £95 and £100 per Megawatt Hour is about double the 

current cost of electricity. So consumers could be committed to paying more for the electricity than is 

justified until 2060. EDF could be in line for a potential windfall of up to £143bn over the next 35 

years for Hinkley Point C as well as a guarantee for £10bn of the capital cost. (12) 

 

…without allowing any public subsidy  

 

Dr William Blythe of Oxford Energy Associates told the House of Commons Environmental Audit 

Committee recently that: “…it is apparent that several subsidies will in fact be in place, some explicit, 

some implicit, driven in large part by the rapid escalation in the estimates of capital costs for building 

new nuclear ...” (13) 

 

Even the Financial Times calls the Government’s proposed “Contract for Difference” or guaranteed 

price a subsidy for nuclear in all but name. (14) But the Energy Fair group has highlighted seven main 

kinds of subsidy, which existing nuclear power plants have benefitted from for years, several of which 

are substantial. Withdrawal of just one of these – the Limitations on liabilities, which mean nuclear 

operators of pay much less than the full cost of insuring against a Chernobyl-style accident or worse – 

would raise the price of nuclear power to at least £200 per MWh. (15) 

 

The Alternatives 

 

A Scottish entrepreneur behind one of America's fastest growing solar companies says new reactors 

will probably be obsolete before they are switched on because the cost of solar is falling so 

quickly. (16) 
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The Association for the Conservation of Energy told the House of Commons Environmental Audit 

Committee that it is possible to devise Energy Pathways which are cheaper, achieve climate and 

energy security objectives, but do not require new reactors. These scenarios could save between £98.4 

bn – £998.8 bn over the next 40 years. Energy demand reduction is compelling from an economic 

point of view, but is also key to reducing carbon emissions without driving thousands more 

householders into fuel poverty. (17) 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

 

Pete Roche 
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